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Europe is currently facing a variety of challenges to its wealth, competiti-

veness and social structures. The European structural and investment po-

licy, which is enshrined in the European Treaties as one of the most im-

portant policy areas of the European Union, plays a vital part in coping with 

these challenges. It enables investments in all parts of Europe in order to 

meet those policy objectives, which can best be achieved at regional level 

on the ground. 

The Bavarian State Government advocates a future design of the European 

structural and investment policy in the programming period 2021–2027 

according to the following principles: 

1.  Needs-oriented support for all regions of Europe 

Challenges for Europe are faced everywhere in Europe. Only a common Eu-

ropean policy ties Europe together instead of dividing it into “donors” and 

“recipients”. 

» The European structural and investment policy is the vivid embodiment of 

European solidarity. Disadvantaged areas continue to require special sup-

port in order to address structural deficiencies. 

 

» More developed regions need to be encouraged in their role as engines of 

growth in order to be able to develop traction for the benefit of less de-

veloped areas. 

 

» Thus, European structural and investment policy needs to encompass all 

regions of Europe in a coherent, differentiated, and needs-oriented ap-

proach. 

 

» A needs-oriented funding policy includes a coherent EU state aid regime 

with sufficient leeway to address local needs. 
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2. Strengthening of cross-border and transnational coope-

ration 

The objective of European Territorial Cooperation offers substantial Euro-

pean added value and should therefore be continued. 

» Particularly border regions need to be strengthened in order to avoid 

ruptures between regions with varying degrees of development. Cross-

border, transnational, and interregional cooperation makes an indis-

pensable contribution to the convergence of regions. 

 

» Macro-regional strategies such as the Danube Strategy and the Strategy 

for the Alpine Region need to be filled with life. Synergies and inter-

connections, particularly with transnational EU programmes, should be 

put to best use. 

 

3.  European strategy in regional responsibility 

The European structural and investment policy is to be aligned with a com-

mon European strategy. Its investment-based character and results-oriented 

approach is to be maintained: The impact of funding can only be determined 

on the basis of concrete measures. 

The decision on concrete structural policy measures and the appropriate 

form of support (e.g. subsidy or financial instrument) can only be made on 

the ground. This implies a joint and cooperative responsibility for the fund 

administration in accordance with the division of competences between the 

EU and its Member States. 

European rules are to be restricted to areas relating to European structural 

and investment policy. The principle of connectivity applies. Otherwise, the 

reliability and acceptance of the funding policy are in danger. 
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4. Observance of subsidiarity and proportionality 

European structural and investment policy must respect national tasks and 

competences as well as the principle of proportionality and needs to allow 

for independent regional priorities. 

The regional level must continue to be able to fulfil its coordinating and ste-

ering role autonomously. Provisions for the advance reservation of budgets 

or funding responsibilities for subspaces within an operational programme 

are to be rejected. 

5. More legal certainty, less bureaucracy 

Simplifications achieved in the current programming period are offset by 

substantial complications. The administrative burden has to be significantly 

reduced in the next funding period. Cutting red tape needs to take effect on 

all levels of funding and also tackle structural issues. The future benchmark 

for success must be actually achieved results. In this respect, the recom-

mendations of the High Level Group on Simplification for Beneficiaries of 

the European Structural and Investment Funds are a positive signal. 

» The requirements for programming, administrating and monitoring the 

use of EU funding need to be aligned more closely to the size of the pro-

gramme and the employed national resources. 

 

» Rules and requirements must be clearly defined before the beginning of 

the programming period and need to be limited to key aspects. Estab-

lishing procedural provisions for the European structural and investment 

policy - valid beyond a single programming period - would provide legal 

certainty and minimize risks of mistakes. 

 


